
Q (A GENERAL OUTLINE 

OF THE LIFE OF JESUS) L (A COLLECTION OF 

THE TEACHINGS OF 

JESUS)

MATTHEW (THE FIRST MATTHEW GROWS 

IN THE HEBREW COMMUNITY)

MARK
(ABOUT 65 AD?, MARK GROWS 

OUT OF A CHRISTIAN 

COMMUNITY USING THE FIRST 

MATTHEW, THE Q, AND THE L)

MATTHEW
(THE PRESENT MATTHEW IS RECONSTRUCTED FROM MARK AND 

WHAT IS REMEMBERED OF THE FIRST MATTHEW, WHICH HAS 

BEEN LOST. AGAIN FOR HEBREWS, BUT A LESS HEBREW 

COMMUNITY AND MORE AN INTEGRATED CHRISTIAN 

COMMUNITY)

LUKE
(THE BOOK LUKE-ACTS OF THE APPOSTLES GROWS OUT 

OF A CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY THAT IS MORE GENTILE 

IN NATURE. IT MAKES USE OF MARK AND MATTHEW 

BUT ALSO EYEWITNESS REPORTS)

EYEWITNESS REPORTS OF 

THE LIFE OF JESUS, 

PERHAPS PAUL AND MARY
?

JOHN
(ABOUT 150 AD?, JOHN IS A THEOLOGICAL VIEW OF 

THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS FOR THE 

THOROUGHLY CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY. IT 

PRESUPPOSES, BUT MAKES LITTLE USE OF MARK, 

MATTHEW AND LUKE)

Everything above the broken line has been lost and is a matter of theory. In this approach, notice that, of the books we 

now have, only Mark has directly influenced by the lost materials.
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